(Likely Source: USAID, ca. 1978)

Eristine infrastructures
The Helmand Valley Project has the following basic

infrastrucures.

- The Kajakai reservior with capacity of 8 billion cubic
meter water storage; having 160,000 KW electric power &
405,000 hectares of irrigable land under its command.

~ Darweshan Canal Diversion

- PBoghra Canal 75 kilo-meter long with 74 m capacity.
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Irrioated land about 108000 hectares

- Artificial project made forest 4000 hectares
- Trees (Fruit and fruitless) 42,000,000
- Settlers settled on newly reclaimed lands 1083 families

Additional infrastructures and Government Arencies:
HoV.A. (Helmand Valley Authority): HVA is the principal

acency f'or coordinatins and executins the Government's




numerous programs for development of the flelmand Valley.
HVA functions necionally and is responsible mainly for
planning, arricultural development and pfoject operations
and maintenance.
The ob,jectives ol the [IVA (Helmnnd Vnlley Anthority)
are the following:-
- to provide new acricultursl lands for nomads and landless
- farmers.
- to raise the living standard of people in the Valley:
- to produce agricultural and manufactural products:
- to dewvelop electric power
- to create government income which eventually will pay off
the investment:
- to provide protection arainst fFollds:
- to improve the irrigation system of the Valley
- to help Afghanistan in grainself suf'ficiency and other
matters.
- to provide for early utilization of water and soils
resources of the Helmand Valley.
Afghan Fertilizers Company.The A.F'.C.is a gbvernmalt

enterprise that manufactures and distributes fertilizer
for the whole country. This prorrame is very successful in
Helmand Valley since the Helmand Valley consumes one fourth
of the totel fertilizer consumption in the country. The A.F.
C. has pesticides, insecticides and spraying equinment
stores in Lashkarsah, the center of the Helmand valley.

Farm Credit and financial institution. The Aericultural

Development Bank of Afghanistan (Ag Bank) has a branch in
Lashkareah to assist farmers with short and mid-term
production crrdits. Credit is given for the purchase of
tractors, seeds, fertilizers, pumps and for the establi-
shment of vineyards and lives-tock farms.Private money
lenders are also the source of (inance for small farmers
in the Helmasnd Valley. ‘
Education: In Helmand Valley, elementary, secondary and
high schools exist for both boys and girls. In 1968, a
vacational asricultural school one of the two in the country
was established in Darweshan area of the Yalmend Valley.

Health: A modern hospital is located in Lashkaregah and
provides hasic medical services to the inhabitants of the
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With family plannine is also existed there. Phnrmacies in_
the larger villages carry suhstantial s tocks of a variaty
of imported modern medicines and ﬁntibiotics.

Aoricultural Cooperatives: Though cooperative movement

is new to the e lLmnnd Valley, its future in quite promisine
however. While stnarted in 1976, there were seven arricul tu-
ral cooperatives in the Helmand Valley project areas by
1978. These cooperatives are involved in asriculturnil
production activities, mainly chemical fertilizer and Farm
machinery.

Technical staff: The project educeted valuable perso-
nnel in different fields which are the babk—bones of nearly
All irrieation projects in Afghanistan undertaken within

the lasti 15 years. ''he Helmand Valley pro,ject is actually
A practical university for all those who wish to learn.

The project introdiced = sound technolomical and asro-tech-
nic know-how to the Helmand Valley.



