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INTBODUCTION

USALD a8 well as the ROA is frequently {e peed of scourate information %i*
all soris on which to gﬁ%&% %2‘%@@% deel on projects, programs, and
plans. Hellable information, however, is ravely svatlable. This is eBpe-
elally frue of iﬁfﬁ?ﬁ*ﬁ%&;ﬁ%“& o8 é%z% palieras of life of the people sa they divectly
relate to projects. The gﬁf@ﬁ%ﬁ §3§ %éaig gfs«gm% is %:% 4%@%@% as ﬁ?%ﬁ??? %;g
poasible, gig%g 3 iié‘ﬁéi%é 5% ime 3
%&%ﬁ@éﬁ e

Considering the major vole the nopsads play In the dotal Hvestock ploture of
the Helmand Valley, and so the sconomy, i can be concluded that, In forms ¢
funded projects and government action, morve sitention should be paid to thely
conditicns, The first step in this process is the collection of lnformation. The
fnformetion to be reported in this paper was mosily collected during late winter

and spring, 1972, but was supplemented by further information collected during

the fall and winter of 1972-73. It was collected during relatively short fleld vislts to
varius eawmps, %@é}g %ﬁé ngéi‘é glies inihe sves and i%iggizﬁ%i% the %%3%’% of in-
f%fm%%@& fhat can | ected (and Hs wses), wilh & minlnum of effort

& fi ii e,

yjor « %%%%%ﬁi%ﬁ were m%: in the collsetion of the %ﬁ@?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ% . ?@?&fﬁﬁ?; some
of thiz tnformatisn may belp pln-point some %@ggﬁﬁi problom avess azsocisted
with the recent drought conditions. A lavge portion of this paper was written in
November 1972 but was never pat s finsl form.




G

iocation: To get & pleture of the context of nomad sheepherding setivities
in this aves, it Iz secessary to underatand the raoge of cholee of camping
aress svallable to these sessonal residents -~ the subject of this paper.

On Coverpment Land: One of these choless is fo camp and pasture on govern-
mﬁi ia&é f%%ﬁéﬁﬁ? but ﬁﬁ% @iﬂ%}% %E%% zz%%%@é i% &?%gg %’%%%?é i%z:% nomads

ti gys%@;sﬁ g%@gg& gﬁé %’3&@ %ﬁeﬁﬁg ﬁzéi‘ %% free g}iﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ areas. &sm %@3‘%
guestioned in an svea between Had-i-All and Mnrjs. Some ststed %;%gi: they pald
16 afs. per head pey genson for grasisg gig% 2. %}iﬁ&* g%%%g@ said &@3@* ;;;@ié by
the comp unit. The setusl mg%g@% ut ently there
been & grester demaund for such comp-gr

to the gradus] loss of nutuvsl {é%a:%ﬁ pasty dee
groups ggg%g%&%@%ﬁ.; A thet thelr treditionsl capgiug sress were on degert
wells iz the rvegion fo which they planned to velurs alfter 1972's extvacrdinary
rainfall. Several other groups indicated that they, for @%2 f‘i%%: %;i g %?%?@
coming iote the Helmand for winter camplag, Thely
as distent as Farsh snd southern Hevat, VWhather the &
changes in gome groups’ mizvstory pelterns is unbuows,

vae aifscting
ing g?@% %é% Eﬁég

?%;@w were %z;m %izgs i%ﬁ% %%is %‘%ﬁ%ﬁ% siaifgagg @i %&%% gﬁﬁ%ﬁi’%&

: it bae iﬁ%m noted thet bavde %“&éﬁé in i;%% marsuss, and Z
the g&s&%% &é ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ% g é*?&i%; are @ﬁ%&@é @iﬁ% ii%%? ﬁﬁ%% ?%%}?% %@s %ﬁ ot~

group %agﬁéiﬁg indie some 2@%@3 w«é %ﬁf%ﬁ%i@ﬁ% %‘iﬁ% Yiver %“i%%@,. g%%f*ﬁ% &%
groups thet had caly recently moved in from t%éiii@%i dozert grggéi% areas,
i%%?& were statements that before this move the arl e Hfectic

7ithothe veturn of the berds to these traditional %@&gﬁ gastu y made
ﬁ%%g E‘%ﬁ%ﬂi during the fall of 1972, they will carey the liver fluke %‘iﬁ% f;%%xm %%%
infection being permanent. Whether the conditions sre righi to generaie a Bluck's
disense ocutbresk is not knowe, 1. e., the presence of the veclors necesuary for the
digease cyele. There iz a potentisl, however, asd could be realised hetween the
return of the vomuds ints the region beglening bn early September, and the begin-
afag of the cold weather lu Rovember-December. 4 relutively close monitoring
of the situstion should be malstained during these warm mouths, especially with
the desert camped groups who may not be I 2 postiion to report on culbreaks of
disense due to physicsl lsolation or seeial distence bolween themselves and govern-
ment agents.




Helated %ﬁ% perhaps over-lappivg the govern-
' asnd river floodplain camping with
Many fgz‘:%gf@ %a%

%ﬁ fﬁgﬁﬁi i&%ﬁi gwii:sg %
gome cemps rvelurning to the ans
come within the past 2-3 yesrs. Camping and 2 a3 iz sppm
agh technically the ﬁ@ﬁaﬁgzﬁg is g@*&%%%f %%%%m%ﬁ?

: ?i@% aver %%% @g@éﬁ‘gg

ently free~of-charge althe
land. Because of the avaellability of water
g%ﬁigf @ﬁ%@ &&ﬁ by %%a%z ;&éﬁ%ﬁi&%ﬁ h%@zé &

nd i%% %%gz g@t&r@ %f % fi%z%%»

of areas. Turther, the ﬁizm
ioultural valley fo the ?@gé system

; , g:af rﬁi%i@ %ﬁ%ﬁl @ﬁgiﬁs %,g%; s
g pear %ﬁgﬁgfﬁi %ﬁiﬁg@& *2%%?& were alse, among
: e %Zf %}g% %z%g*g% %f;gi%e

zéaif%gﬁ? ;agg ﬁ T
?&%& %%re B

noted ag ?%?§§§%§i§§i¥%% of the womads on cecasions
- : contact was BeCessary e relotions follow the patters
g ad o other %@%%é;g Eastern Islamic aress, theve is probably soms level of
patrosage Involved,

%@% groups do not appear to be grestly lnvolved intrade, suiside snimsl pro-
lucts, a8 is %ﬁ%@%ﬁig found in @%%ez regions of the country, a3 sutiived by

sl (1959 snd 1082}, dteven's m;gg {p. B4) in the Helmand in 1584 sup-
ports my findiugs.

Zome information from surveys in the Ehala) may : =
eate something of the sulure of the relations between nomads
especially Khans, Of the 136 ssllers of sheep avd goatls (ak ast
1/2 zaf %%sz total g%ﬁ%%g Qﬁ%@@gﬁa posaibly 1784 of the mimals) 108 {?ﬁ%} Ware
: ~ i 8§ persors gelling camels {8t loast 374 of all camels being
sre noamade. This wes coourvisg fo mild m?%mﬁzg {18 Feb 73).

‘%??fz@zz guestioned op what wae motivating them o sell theilr snimals,




femnles, the womad reply was thet they were In debl, frequently landowners
were monticeed, aud they were in the process of paving back before they |
thelr snnusl move, The esrly moves ln Februar %ﬁé@gﬁb ig72 %m spark
the raings st very rapiély vevived the desert pas vy ;
of debt is the uzual one or & product of %%% é?%%g%%i is ﬁéﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬁi %;z say. e might
guess that i iz 2 ususl petters but one aggraval

The position of the nomads ¢
thing gulte different from that
the more marginsl favmers

the landowners in this eres is likely some-
e z@ %3? %?éi@zgﬁé {i@@% and i;%s% ¥ ?iﬁwgwg%%

4 on gmég subs i
ig g@g;%%% i% i%@%% 2

/ i&%ﬁ; %‘z@% %z’ﬁé% ?@%ﬁ@% a;;?if %@&é? i{} i%%g @%ﬁz@i iﬁ i?é% %ﬁgiﬁrﬁ
p%i% of gountry. The ares of our study inveolves primerily Durranl who
are noted foy thelr purer pastoral sconomy,

y ok bolh siden of the exchenge relptionabis In the %%i%ﬁ%é
tthe nomads %%@%i@%ﬁ%g i@%i@ gainal produsts for basic supplies and foodstaf!
g@%éﬁ% locally) bave probably placed the farmers, espociaily the i%%!‘ fand-
cwners, inz more sdy s positicn (i ot doningd) over the nomads,
2’%@ fﬁ?%%%?% have i%ﬁ?@%&% thelr weallh with precier ﬁ%iﬁ %ﬁé@@ﬁ% while

t of the reat of the country produced less, g%%&g the offects ﬁi the drought oo
%&m&é flocks, Asw gl desert pasture was reducsd, o ls were r%%gimé
fo reduce heed size. The price of sheep was conglderably
*%?? gsggas&?%%g ézm;% i%% fﬁiz g@é %‘i%é%g of 187172, The vomapds %@ymﬁig
s depandet he formers than in the past wilh the ending of mue
wf %%% «é%%%?% P8 ﬁiﬁ%ﬁ%» i %%?%%%ﬁ? weore regulred 1o buy more grain, sorn
stalks, and cthey feed Hems for their animals producsd by the farwmers.

%@wﬁi %?%igg@ nts

The ssusl pressure io bexin gg@iﬁg gaigmﬁ%gz iz the spoe ve of the new crops
growing ia the fields, Crop demage by thelr focks vould vesull In s bresk in
what is probsably 2 m a%:%%ﬁg ﬁ%gfs%@%i relationshin beluson the grain and forage
growing Iarmers, and the animal products of the ne a. Inthe winter and




gpring of 1972, however, conditions wers appavesntly ﬁzﬁma@%%% different wil
g&i&ﬁi&#@ég %1@&?;@ z’ﬁigﬁ, i??;;ﬁz ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ g@gw%gg a8 noted, begen to be %@ia@@éﬁ
snd the Bot OVE ; ; ';.Aizn: ggf%%ﬁ %&fﬁ?ﬁ begh

vmads iﬁ %%% ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ sreas: %?ﬁi%? @ﬁé g%ggiﬁ?& ?g&% 2-3 years ¢ f s;%m%
ig@ Lash gres, sppevently endiny with the rains in the spring of 1872, reduced
the sgiggai 5@@@&% pasiures to the point where many groups leff their t?%éiﬁ%%&i

‘ stice aystem or glopg the Helmand
urned to thelr tvaditional desert

Biver. ’fg some apknowsn extest the nomads
grazing areas during the winter of 1972-72.

The centey sround which groups samp, especiall :
desert well, Even whon the pastures were sbaundoned during the drought, the
wells had water. ¥ should be noted that the descriptions g?@g%mé hers e&mg
mainly from nformation gatheved about 15 such desert wells located vorth and {o
the west of Leshhkey Cab.

These wells sre hend -dug snd generally use animal power, bul sometimes bhuman,
to draw water to the surface. ii%%ﬁ %i%‘ wmetal cable spparently of HAVA-BHAVE
c}?igia is iﬁ COMMOD USE but sometines ¢ sande vopes of doubtinl strength

o the twe %s&iig %ﬁ%ﬁ@ dopths were pmeasured (Pay Sarek and Myan
E’?ﬁ?%i%?} %%z% range was 68 to 78 fest ?g%i%iy Zome wells were sald to be of much
greater depth. The well shafis are between 1} to 2 meters seross and sppesy {0 be
rock-lined to some depth, Some of the wells earry the names of thess group lesders
reaponsible § ving the wells dug, others do net. Locally it is known whe hed
the well dug, what group the well belongs to and who is the present leader.

The kin-group %r@ﬁ%zé@ﬁ% s}f the éiﬁe@%&i ﬁ;&%’w :zzg:sg %’s agg %:%éﬁ}%?ﬁ in %ﬁ? é@%ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ; but

z&%@f««&@fﬁ?iﬁg 3?%3&2’:’?%8; %ﬁ% g@rﬁm & i;ﬂgzi%%g@ ﬂ %ﬁ %ﬁi?ﬁiﬁ&%& ”S%i‘%;%ﬁ?**
ed, This is ?@agﬁg the jﬁg%iﬁg%é of %ﬁ %ﬁiﬁi@ig fousd in 1l somad
REAp g : riled he Widdls | siim %@}r}é* The sub-tribe
%iiiii&i%@, 28 begt L ean m?mészge sza%&i was %iﬁ%%& for 11 %}i the %%fg%igﬂ iz listed
bt
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?f%gﬁ this we w g@%@ i:%%§§ gi i@% %x ﬁ%is mﬁz@@ area %%%&;?@ ia o

%r%;@%, i%z% ’%‘%%@f was a&rﬁ M@ ?@“&i& %ﬁi@? g?%;
were used for m and %&iiﬁ%ﬁ &

by salt miners during the peried of &
cther commereial uses.

. i:%gr% ?féﬁ %g &?iéﬁﬁ@% of %%?igﬁii@ﬁ or

At least during the dey %@%&5’4@, from wmid ; t-winter with the flrst rainfall,

the well letation limits mobility., The herds wers s&% not to ?ﬁ%ﬁ&% %ﬁ%@%‘ %@fy z%gg

b é‘%’;%fy %ﬁ%@»ﬁ' éﬁgﬁ As %*i%% %%e kln-grou :e-dp of the 353 - ghad

nes ; e on the berding practices a8 i?%@y relate o
' K’*ﬁ was that snimals wers watered, taken to ¢ :

3 54 returned one or twe éﬁfg Ister, %@% were g&m&ﬁ§ %ﬁ% oy i:%:;

pherds %i%% %@ i@%?é%« ’?%% bawds - S

by §,§§§ well group.

%’iﬁz %%@ ?%2% come + b s . grester disporsion of
: if% %ﬁ i;z %%z@ range of 15-20 teuts,
f@g% %%é %%%&%3 %%%3% 3 ﬁ%é 7

was %%ﬁ% sn aii g%i’iﬁ%a% %@%@ %@gﬁs & g’%&i@gﬁ é@% % srns,
would be falling in the well i z% FERE BT, 3%%% are %%%%%%? é%ﬁg%%r@ ég?ﬁgﬁgiiﬁg
with %ﬁ%@g %‘gﬁg, perbave s metles ‘ it imaide the tent to reduce the prob-

, rhosys %g%ﬁg* U most of ?:%% mg;s of this
&%@@ﬁ zﬁ%giﬁ%g i;z the aves %f the wells there ave gymbols lndiesting "ruins.” These
“yules™ a8 seen in air photos sometines bovome the ji%%% new %aﬁ% ﬁé‘ i;%e fﬁaﬁjﬁ
desovted but ﬁﬁﬁiﬁaﬁsgig re-used campsites e %zg gﬁ* L Thus ing
{i%z%: on i%g g%@gﬁia %ii:@& §§ is n

iﬁ% %%ﬁ ff’: e« B Baiieg '%«" i@ﬁg*@?% Yze %f
the gﬁﬁi@&%ﬁf grea. %‘a gome %%5%; 48 s:éé %ﬁ%ﬁ@ cave iﬁ or for some othey resson
come infe disuse, new wells ave dug nearby, carryisg the same pame, %@iﬁg umed
by the same groun.

With the ralos in mid-winter or savly sprivg come, within s few days, the sprouting
aﬁ new grasses in the desert, Water collects in pools in the low spots in the various

washes that cut scross the desert ares. In other aress the somads wors sees to heve




: f short wash @%&% to maks,
1 erug %%? what in Texas are kpowa ue "tanks.” These various
= %g’%@% 2 gz*ggi f@g%%i gﬁ m@%ﬁi@ %%%%g from i% %%%i% dFCR.

1 group %%iii camped on

%f%%i %@i%@%ﬁéﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ iﬁ%@ = :
of dispersion ave ot clearly known %&ﬁ & ’%‘%ﬁ%ﬁ source is %&% %ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ;@

n basieslly deseriptive lo asture sl
gg@?ﬁiﬁiﬁ, %@?@ %%ég pseeds to be done in the aves to more clearly apsil cut &
; : jables lnvoived %é%% aﬁ?ﬁgm%% 5%%%;@-%%@@* *?%%% i 3

: g %%@sg snd gosts represent 8 maejor parl: 2 2 mies ¢
thos rey only reside there é@%ﬁg %?E’;% %iﬁ%@a He
v pegion, thelr probloms will not be ig

hovgh 5@%@%&&@
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